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a voyage to Chios being recorded for 1542*. There were at
this time a number of prominent merchants engaged in the
Levant trade, including William Ostrich, Paul Withipole,
William Lok, the Gonsons, the Greshams, the Castlyns and
others, and it was hardly likely that they would consent to
special privileges being given to a merchant of Bristol who
wished to divert the trade to that port. The fact that Barlow,
who was a lifelong friend of Nicholas Thorne, did not im-
mediately attempt to carry on the plans for discover}' in the
Saviour is easily accounted for: the financing of the enterprise
was to be Robert Thome's, for he was a very wealthy man, but
he made no provision for it in his will. Barlow set himself,
therefore, to build up a fortune in England before taking up the
matter again.
A letter written by him to Thomas Cromwell from Haroldi-
ston on St. Bride's Bay, in 1535, shows him carrying out in
Pembroke a commission relative to the appraisement of a
ballinger; but he must also have performed services of greater
moment, for by 1537 he was in possession of the dissolved
commandery of Slebech, formerly belonging to the Knights
Templars, together with other ecclesiastical property in the
neighbourhood of Haverfordwest. His brother William had
been given the Prior}7 of Haverfordwest in 1535, and upon its
dissolution had in 1536 been consecrated Bishop of St. David's.
John Barlow in the same year was protesting to Cromwell his
zeal for the Reformation, and exciting the indignation of the
Vicar of Tenby by his persecution of the local clergy. Roger
evidently also kept a watch upon his neighbours, for one of them,
a certain George Constantyne, who had dined with him at
Slebech in company with John and Thomas Barlow, wrote
subsequently to Cromwell "I am grieved to hear your lordship
note me of heresy. The Dean and his brethren, Sir Thomas
and Roger Barlow, I am sure, helped to that note'. This was in
July, 1539, when Anne Boleyn was dead, and the proposed
marriage of the King to Anne of Cleves was one of the topics
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